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DANA HARTGROVE NEVER WENT 
to Mizzou. But she still considers herself   
a Tiger. 

“We’re all Tigers at heart,” says 
Hartgrove, a ceramicist, painter, potter and 
Boone County native. 

After all, it’s difficult to avoid depictions of 
the university’s mascot. Tiger heads decorate 
street signs, stores are named after tigers, 
and there are tiger-themed ice cream flavors. 
Through July and August, tigers will be on 
display all over town. 

Tigers on the Prowl features 10 ceramic 
5-foot-10-inch tigers, painted and decorated 
by 10 artists, each paired with a sponsoring 
business and charity. Hartgrove and the other 
artists had about 10 weeks to create their 
tigers. 

Some charities worked with the artists 
to incorporate their message into the statue. 
The tiger Bijou, which is sponsored by The 
Barton Law Firm and Granny’s House — a 
multi-church charity — is a mosaic made from 
buttons, pins and small children’s toys. The 
tiger’s surface is covered with photos of faces 
of children helped by Granny’s House. 

Pamela Ingram, the executive director 
of Granny’s House, says she worked with 
The Barton Law Firm to choose artist Sue 
Yarbrough. Ingram had fallen in love with 
Yarbrough’s mosaic work and thought she 
would best depict the children Granny’s House 
interacts with.

“When you’re close to (the tiger), what 
you see doesn’t make sense to the eye,” Ingram 
says. “But as you step back, you can see the 
complete picture.” 

In January, Chuck Crews, the event’s 
founder and director, began searching for 
a sculptor for the tiger’s ceramic mold and 
formed the steering committee for the 
project. After collaborating with charities and 
businesses to sponsor the tigers, Crews helped 
organize them into 10 teams. 

“I got some well-recognized charities 
and some smaller ones that could use the 
exposure,” Crews says. Once the tiger trios 
were established, the artwork began.

The tigers were unveiled on June 21 at 
Columbia Mall, their home for two weeks 
until they are moved to different parts of town. 
Crews arranged for the tigers to be displayed 
in local stores and offices, such as Hy-Vee and 
the Boone County Fair.

The tigers’ trips will end in October at 
the The Crossing church, where they will be 
auctioned off.

At first, Hartgrove — the artist behind 
Starry Tiger — wasn’t interested in working 
on Tigers on the Prowl due to the size of 
the project. After she developed a theme and 
began working on her tiger, however, she 
would take days off from her day job and spend 
late nights painting. 

Hartgrove decided to pay tribute to Van 
Gogh’s Starry Night after thinking of how the 
tiger ties everyone together in Columbia. “We 
literally all share the same sky,” Hartgrove 
says. “We all live under the same big roof.” 

Although Hartgrove is used to painting 
on canvas, which is more porous and soaks up 
paint, the fiberglass of the tiger allowed for her 
to manipulate the paint more easily. Using her 
fingers, Hartgrove recreated the recognizable 
streaks of color depicting the night sky. 
Underneath the swirling stars, Hartgrove 
used a paint brush to create depictions of local 
establishments such as Shakespeare’s Pizza and 
The Blue Note. 

The artists worked on their tigers 
individually, and the week of the unveiling was 
the first time all 10 tigers were assembled in 
one room. Hartgrove looked forward to seeing 
her fellow artists’ work. 

“I think it’s cool to see all the different 
perspectives,” Hartgrove says. “It’s all the same 
tiger underneath.” 

+ CONNOR RELYEA

Ten 
for 
Ten
Ten local artists and businesses raise funds 

Tiger in Bloom was designed by Dennis Murphy. It is one of 10 tigers that are being displayed 
around Columbia to benefit 10 charities. Photograph by Unho Yi


