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I’ll still read it, if 
only to get in on the 
endless convo about 

Christian’s eyes. 

READING IN THE SUMMER: How do you feel about it? 

I have 
no time 
to read. 

Wonderful. I 
finally have 

time to crack 
open a novel. 

Really? 
None?

No. 
Maybe a little 
bit of time. 

Then we bid 
you adieu. 

The ain’t-nobody-
got-time-for-that 
reader: You’re a busy 
bee, so you can’t 
invest hours upon 
hours into expanding 
your library. Luckily, 
short stories are 
a thing, and they 
manage to give you 
a nice story arc in 
about 20 pages. 

Book sections 
of publications, 
like this one.

Friends mostly.

Not really. All the time.
I have to draw the line 
somewhere, so I don’t always 
pick up what’s recommended. 

Where do 
you go for 
suggestions?

Do you feel as 
if you generally 

agree with 
suggestions from 

magazines and 
media outlets?

Usually. 
They seem 

to know 
what they’re 

talking about.

What sort 
of books are 

already on your 
bookshelf? 

Dave Eggers, 
Chuck Klosterman 
and David Sedaris. 
If Ira Glass likes it, 
I probably will, too. 

The NPR reader: 
You’re the one who 
manages to have a 
book with you and a 
Moleskine to write 
down your thoughts 
and feelings. You pore 
over McSweeney’s 
while you pour your 
morning coffee (black, 
of course), and you 
identified a lot with 
Holden Caulfield when 
you first picked up The 
Catcher in the Rye at 12 
years old. 

Have you read 
Infinite Jest?

Obviously. 

No.
The nose-in-the-air reader: You like to read 
books so you can say you’ve read them. Your picks 
are usually ostentatious, and the longer it takes for 
you to get through a book, the better. It gives you 
more bragging rights. 

What if they 
suggest 
something 
terrible? (See: 50 
Shades of Grey)

The fear-of-missing-out reader: You read to keep up 
with conversation even if you don’t necessarily contribute 
to it. You just like to know what’s going on. You stuck 
through all four Twilight novels even though you knew from 
the start what a creeper Edward is. 

The let’s-discuss reader: 
You can’t read a book and 
then not tell everyone 
you know all about it. You 
manage to casually bring it 
into conversation so you can 
continue your analysis. You 
don’t talk to gloat about the 
books you’ve read; rather, 
you find you get more out of 
a piece of work if you can 
talk it out. 

Think. 
When you finish a book, 
do you prefer to sit and 
think or talk about it, like 
at a book club? 

Chat. Books 
are meant 
to be talked 
about. 

Get ’em while they’re hot
Find your perfect book with Vox’s summer reading guide
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Harry Potter, The Kite 
Runner and ones that 
have gotten a lot of 
buzz in pop culture.


